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Cabotage law coordinately applied based One Country, Two Systems in

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao GBA

Luan, Yu
Abstract: Inorder to promote the internal cooperation and coordinated development
of Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area, give full play to the important
position and advantages of the regional port group in the field of international
shipping, promote the overall economic development by shipping development, improve
the competitiveness of the shipping industry, and enhance the overall international
competitiveness of the region, it is necessary to coordinate and unify the legal
system, especially the uniform and free transportation laws and regulations between
ports. However, if Guangdong—Hong Kong-Macao GBA want to establish a coordinated
and unified shipping legal system, there are problems due to interregional legal
differences. These differences are roots in legal systems of the three regions
under the basic national policy of “one country, two systems” exists and applies
differently, as well as, the difficulties of pursuing different interests in
freight and passenger transportation and it is cannot be balanced easily. To achieve
strategic position and target of GBA, one of the key area to improve the ports
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group as international shipping hub could be freight among ports within the GBA.
There are many ports with large throughput in the GBA, and they are also big ports
for cargos import and export or transit. However, the cargoes are without free
movement among them. Therefore, the problems of different cabotage laws in the
three places need to be solved to make the positive effects of cargoes’ free
movement come true in the GBA. During this process, there will be some theoretical
difficulties in the coordination of legal conflicts and practical difficulties in
the different pursuing of the three places. In such case, a coordinated and unified
special shipping scheme can be established in GBA by application of the regional
cabotage law. Thereby, cabotage law could reach consistent then restrictions and
thresholds can be eliminated, procedures be simplified and costs are reduced, so
as to enhance the overall strength and make the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao GBA
become an international shipping super zone.

Key Words: coastal ports; cabotage law; freight; uniform and free; Guangdong—Hong
Kong—-Macao GBA
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