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The Necessary and Feasibility of Extending the Scope of Application of the Chinese
Ship-sourced Oil Pollution Compensation Fund to Rivers

Abstract: The Chinese Ship-sourced Oil Pollution Compensation Fund does not compensate for oil pollution
damage in rivers, even if it is caused by oil spill from seagoing vessels. In practice, oil pollution in rivers from
vessels often occurs, causing pollution damage not only to river waters, but also the sensitive resources of coastal
environment. Therefore, it is necessary to extend the scope of application of the Fund to rivers. By reference to the
IOPC Fund and the U.S. Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, it is proposed that preferably the Chinese Maritime Code
needs to provide after its revision that the scope of application of the Fund would include oil pollution damage to
both sea waters under the Chinese jurisdiction and the inland navigable waters adjacent thereto.

Key words: The Chinese Ship-sourced Oil Pollution Compensation Fund; scope of application; inland waters
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