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Study on the Legal Status of the Northwest Passage
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Abstract: This paper studies the legal status of Northwest passage based on the
analysis of the legal claims and disputes over Northwest passage from a perspective
of international laws. The Arctic waterways are a collection of sea routes through the
Arctic Ocean, connecting the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. In general, the Arctic
waterways are divided into three routes: the Central Passage, the Northeast Passage
(also known as “Northern Passage”) and the Northwest Passage. In 21st century, the
acceleration of global warming, rapid melting of the sea ice and the development of
navigation and ice-breaking technology,provide favorable conditions for the utility of
the Arctic waterways. If the Arctic waterwaysare put into operation, a shift in the
center of gravity of international trade is likely to occur, which will affect the regional
and international economy and societyprofoundly. Due to the increasingly prominent
position, the controversies over the legal status and control of the Arctic
waterwayshave become increasingly intense. In this paper, we will analyze the
legitimacy of the littoral states’ claims to Northwest Passage in the context of
international laws andaim to conclude the legal status ofNorthwest Passage and the
impactsof its legal status to China.
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